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was at Stevenson to meet him; but it would have
been no difficult matter for a Southern general to
destroy the Tennessee bridge, and thus prevent Mit-
chel using it. Grant that the bridge could be saved
to Mitch el. Then with the rebel communication cot
between Chattanooga and Atlanta, if Mitchel had
been suddenly reinforced with a few thousand men,
considering the panic into which that portion of the
country had been thrown, he might have compelled
the evacuation of East Tennessee. And here arises
the last contingency: would the force have been given
him ? Considering General Halleek's views, and
General Buell's caution, it is hardly probable.

Before the starting of the expedition, W. W.
Brown, who was to be the first engineer1 when the
train should be captured, was ordered by his colonel
to report in person to General Mitchel in his tent.
He has thus described the interview that followed:2

I handed the general a note from the- colonel, which he
read and was silent for a moment. Then he said: " This
is a dangerous mission you are going on, and the utmost
caution will he necessary on the part of all of you." He
next questioned me on my competency to run an engine.
I answered all his questions, and he then asked if I had
any papers to show. I drew from my pocket a paper
signed by the master mechanic of the Mobile and Ohio
Railroad, on which I had run in I860, a year before the
war, and other papers from other roads on which I had
been employed. He carefully read them all, and said they
were sufficient on that point, adding: " On you rests a
great responsibility. You are the first engineer selected to
take charge of the engine, but there will be a reserve of
two others from the other regiments." I was about to
leave him, when a sudden impulse led me to say : " General,

1  Wm. Knight was appointed second engineer.

2  Daring and Suffering.rt of your division
